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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
WORD OF MOUTH, UPPERCLASS STUDENT INFLUENCE BEHIND
INCREASING SUCCESS OF 'WEEKEND SCENE' ALCOHOL-FREE EVENTS AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio - With an average attendance of 400 to 800 students, the University
of Dayton's Weekend Scene alcohol-free events have always been popular. But attendance at
this year's first Weekend Scene activities skyrocketed to 1,600.
Why? The influence of older students may be largely responsible, organizers say.
Weekend Scene is now in its third year at UD- and so are the students who were
starting their college careers when the program was launched. Now juniors who are fans of the
program are helping build popularity not only among their peers but, apparently, also among
the younger students on campus, said Jill Lammi, assistant director of student activities.
"I think what we're seeing here is that the older students are doing a good job of
promoting the events by word of mouth," Lammi said. The significance is that yotmger
students, who often follow the lead of their older peers, are being steered toward non-alcoholic
events, she added.
The program was created in August 2000 in response to concerns about the amount of
alcohol-related activity on campus, Lammi said. "We wanted to provide alternatives to
students who wanted to do something other than go to the bars."
Weekend Scene activities are held one weekend each month during the academic year
and include on-campus activities, such as pumpkin-painting and bowling parties, and offcampus adventures, such as the white-water rafting trip scheduled for Oct. 11. On-campus
activities are free and open to the public.
"We're giving students options/' Lammi said. "We're trying to eliminate the perception
that there is nothing going on on campus."
Third-year student Debbie Rose of Louisville, Ky., said she's happy to help put the
word out that not all college students want to spend their weekends at parties and bars. "With
Weekend Scene there are so many other things to do. They're always fun, and it's great being
able to get together with your friends and hang out outside the Ghetto," she said.
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Although the Weekend Scene agenda differs from month to month, the popularity of
certain events brings them back year after year. "Our first weekend (Sept. 6 and 7) included tiedying and a hypnotist, which are always very popular, and in January we're bringing back the
Second City comedy troupe from Chicago," Lammi said.
Representatives from 12 departments and programs on campus formed the original
Weekend Scene planning committee. Since then most of the programming responsibility has
shifted to the campus activities board, made up of 12 students and a staff advisor who
generate ideas and organize and monitor Weekend Scene events.
-30For media interviews, call Jill Lammi at (937) 229-4114. The October Weekend Scene
schedule follows:
Friday, October 11

•

Author Chris Woodyard, Haunted Ohio
8 p.m., Kennedy Union Torch Lounge

•

Billiards and bowling
8 p.m.-1 a.m.,Kennedy Union games room

•

White-water rafting excursion to Lower Gauley, W.Va.
3 p.m., meet at the Physical Activities Center

•

Euchre tournament
10 p.m.-1 a.m., Kennedy Union 215

•

Movie Silence of the Lambs
10 p.m., Kennedy Union ballroom

Saturday, October 12

•

Pumpkin painting and cookie decorating
8-10 p.m., Kennedy Union Pub

•

Billiards and bowling
8 p.m.-Lam., Kennedy Union games room

•

Movie Silence of the Lambs
9 p.m., Kennedy Union Pub

•

Magician Mike Super
10 p.m., Kennedy Union ballroom

•

Breakfast
12:30 a.m. -2 a.m., Marycrest Hall

